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Freedman, Russell.  LINCOLN   A  PHOTOBIOGRAPHY.   Clarion Books, 1987.

This very readable biography of Abraham Lincoln is generously illustrated with photographs and prints.  I think the author did a good job of bringing out the humanity of Lincoln for young readers who may only be familiar with the legend.

New and interesting things I learned about him:

· He hated the nick-name Abe.

· He was actually a rich man because of his successful law practice

· He greeted diplomats while wearing carpet slippers

· He was subject to bouts of depression.

After reading this biography, I read a recent article in U.S. News and World Report.  There has been new scholarship of “long neglected collection of interviews conducted by William Herndon, Lincoln’s law partner of 16 years”  (Ewers, p.68).    I was interested how any new insights turned up by the study of the interviews would compare with Freedman’s work that was published almost 20 years ago.  
One disparity concerns whether or not Lincoln courted Ann Rutledge when he was living in New Salem.  According to Freedman, “there isn’t a shred of evidence that Lincoln ever had a romantic attachment with Ann”  (Freedman, p.28).   But according to the magazine article, “of 24 people Herndon talked to who knew Lincoln and Ann at the time, 22 said he courted her” (Ewers, p.69).
And while Freedman did reveal Lincoln’s bouts of depression, the article indicates that people worried he would commit suicide after Ann’s death.

There are also differences of opinion regarding Lincoln’s courtship of Mary Todd.  Freedman believes that the opposition from Mary’s family discouraged the couple, while Ewers writes in his article that “Herndon’s sources were sure he had fallen in love with another woman”.   And while Freedman’s book does not offer details about Lincoln’s friendship with Joshua Speed,  Ewers discusses the closeness of that relationship, and how Speed’s actions, such as moving away or planning to get married, would throw Lincoln into deep depression.  Indeed, those historians who want to claim that Lincoln was homosexual point to his relationship with Speed as proof  (Ewers, p.71).
Freedman claims that Lincoln fell in love with Mary Todd, and that her family’s opposition could not keep them apart.  He writes that the love between Lincoln and his wife “endured” (Freedman, p.41).  Ewers claims that Lincoln married Mary out of guilt, and that the marriage was not a happy one (Ewers, p.71).
An interesting side to Lincoln that Freedman did not address is revealed in this magazine article.  While Lincoln was a member of the Whig Party, he would write anonymous letters to the editors of local newspapers, “ridiculing and mocking his party’s political opponents” (Ewers,p72).  The magazine article also reveals that in his law practice, Lincoln was not very scrupulous when taking on clients, whether they were murderers or even slave-holders. 
New and interesting things I learned from the Ewers article about Lincoln:

· Lincoln told Herndon he had been with a prostitute (Ewers, p 69).
· Lincoln was challenged to a duel by James Shields, a Democrat that Lincoln had slandered in one of his letters to the editor.  

Both resources succeed in showing the human side of Lincoln, a complex man with faults and strengths, a man who had the ability to grow stronger from his experiences and mistakes.
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