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Avi.  NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH.  Avon Books, Inc., 1993

      Discussion Director:
1. Discuss how teachers and staff members get the idea that there is trouble at home for Phillip.  Is there?

2. Why doesn’t Phil tell his dad the truth about why he is not trying out for the track team?
3. Discuss Mr. Malloy; he tells Phillip to stick up for his rights.  Does Mr. Malloy stick up for his own rights?
4. Do you consider any of the characters to be a “bad guy”?  Why?
5. Do you consider any of the characters to be a hero?  Why?

6. How did the impending budget vote affect the behavior of some of the characters?

7. How does the author reveal his feelings for right-wing talk show hosts?

8. Do you think the author’s literary approach, i.e. the diary excerpts, phone calls, memorandums, etc, is effective, and how or why?

9. Consider the two questions the author poses at the beginning of the book.  Do you think that the characters are telling the truth as they see it, or is the truth getting lost because each character has something else going on that is affecting how they react to the events?
10   Discuss how events in the characters’ lives influenced their actions.  Look specifically at    

       Phillip, Ms. Narwin, and Mr. Malloy.

Passage Picker:

Because of the two questions posed by the author at the beginning, I chose to highlight each time the word truth, or a derivative of it, was used.  I also chose to follow the progression of the perception that Phillip has home trouble, although that turned out to be a kind of dead end.  I have 29 sticky notes inserted into the book, most of them pointing to the use of “truth”. 

I also picked out the passage on p. 198, regarding Miss Narwin getting a “refresher course in our values”.  That is a scary passage to me, it reminds me of totalitarian societies –in fiction and in real life--where free speech is repressed, and people are sent away to be reconditioned...or brainwashed.  
Page 192, where Phillip is still blaming Miss Narwin for his troubles, I really started to dislike him.

I also took note of the poignant sections on pages 201-202 where both Miss Narwin and Phillip don’t want to come to school any more.  

Summarizer:

Fourteen year old Phillip Malloy really wants to be on the high school track team.  His low English grade prevents him from trying out for the track team, however, so he is angry at his English teacher, Miss Narwin, who is also his new homeroom teacher.  He wants to be transferred out of her class and her homeroom, so he annoys Miss Narwin by humming along with the Star Spangled Banner during the homeroom period.  It is school policy that students maintain a “respectful silence”, so Phillip is sent to the Assistant Principal when he refuses to stop.  After being sent twice to the Asst. Principal, Phillip is suspended for two days.   Phillip was trying to get out of Ms. Narwin’s homeroom class, and out of her English class where he was doing poorly, but as the list of characters who get involved in Phillips suspension grow, events take a turn towards notoriety and get out of hand.  Phillip’s parents believe he was being patriotic, which gives Phillip the idea of using his patriotism to refuse to apologize to Ms. Narwin.  Phillip’s Dad, Mr. Malloy, takes the story to his neighbor, Mr. Griffin, who just happens to be running for the school board, and who just happens to be talking to a reporter.  Once the story is published in the local newspaper and on the Associated Press wire, it takes on a life of its own and people across the country get involved.   Eventually, Miss Narwin becomes the scapegoat and is forced to take a leave of absence.  But things don’t go well for Phillip, either; he is transferred to a new school, where he discovers there is no track team.
Travel Tracer:

Although a School Memo detailing the “Standard Format for Morning Announcements” begins the story, I consider Phillip’s Diary, p.3, to be the initial virtual setting.  This is where he talks about how much he wants to be on the track team, and someday be in the Olympics.
On p. 4, a 2nd virtual setting takes place in the form of a letter written by Miss Narwin to her sister.  Page 7, we are in Phillip’s homeroom, where his homeroom teacher, Mr. Lunser, reprimands Phillip for working on homework during the Star Spangled Banner.
Page, 9, back to Phillip’s diary, where the reader gets a inkling that Phillip doesn’t like English class, and that there is tension between his parents.  

This doesn’t really seem to be a good way to travel through this book, however.  This is a story composed of documents, including school memos, diary excerpts, letters, news articles, transcripts from a right wing radio talk show host’s broadcasts, and telegrams.   It also uses discussions in the school hall, the school bus, the school cafeteria and in the Malloy home, as well as phone conversations and excerpts from speeches given by a candidate running for school board.   As I noted in one of my Discussion questions, I would like to talk about the literary structure that Avi used in this book.  It is very effective, and I am frustrated because I can’t articulate why.
