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Gr 3-6.  This lively and colorful book introduces the reader to more than 200 different animals, some well known and some not.  Eight chapters represent the different regions of the world, and each chapter includes a geographical introduction to the region, a map, a small globe depicting where on earth the region lies, and at least one drawing of a common topographical feature such as mountain range or jungle.   The author concentrates on the more interesting details of different animals; for instance, in the Northern Europe section, the reader will learn that swifts fly non-stop for up to three years before landing for the first time.   Inside boxes in each chapter are even more intriguing topics, such as “Does ET really exist?”  The illustrations of the animals are detailed and realistic, and the interesting information will keep the reader turning the page.  One small quibble:  there is a lot of information, in very fine print, which might discourage some readers.  This book is ideal for supplementing geography and science textbooks; it is also a good choice for a classroom reading corner or a coffee table book.--  Charmaine MacKenzie

