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Paterson, Katherine.  THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS.  Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1978.

1. Artful Artist

      I drew a picture of Gilly climbing on to the chair to reach the “Sarsaparilla to Sorcery” volume from the top book shelf.  
2. Word Wizard: 
 The main character’s name, Galadriel, is a special word.  
       p. 36-37, the Old English verses, for example, “Lude sing cuccu!”, had a lot of  
       strange words.

The author uses words to great humorous effect.  While it is hard for me to single out words, I can find many phrases that in the context of the story are just plain funny.
                               p.3, the word “potbelly” to describe the appearance of the house




 p. 8, “the bowels of the house”



             p.24  fighting “evaporated” under her glare




 p.24  “whole cussed place”

      I found lots of alliteration:  

        p. 20 “blinking bore”

  p. 31 “from gruesome Gilly into gorgeous, gracious, good, glorious Galadriel.  And grateful.”

  p.51. “swooping,soaring, slowly spiraling, skimming superflight.”   

       and lots of similes: 

        p.38 “the words rolled up and burst over her like waves upon a  

beach”. 

  Feeling like an “oversharpened pencil” to describe herself

  p. 30.  “Trotter’s eyelids flapped on her face like shutters on a vacant house.”

  p. 40.  “Gilly’s voice was sharp like the jagged edge of a tin-can top.”

  p. 43.  “clung like a house nit,”

Metaphors:

p. 18 “old Mother Goose honking over her gosling” to describe Trotter and William Ernst.

p. 26  “evil little dwarf” to describe Agnes, the girl who wants to be friends with her.

One distracting phrase:  p. 57; would a 6th grader really know what “vested interest in maintaining this point of view” means?

3. Connector
At first, the only connection that came to mind is my reaction to the main character in this book.  I wasn’t quite prepared for her bitterness and toughness, wanting to shove her foot in her new foster mother’s face, for instance, using the bad language, stealing the money.   I had preconceived notions about Katherine Patterson, I believe, and preconceived notions about this book because of the title.  I always assumed it was a cute story about a 4th-grader.  It reminded me of my reaction to LIKE SISTERS ON THE HOME FRONT, because I wasn’t quite prepared for the sexual promiscuity of the main character in that book.  I had preconceived notions about that book too,  and perhaps the title threw me off a little, implying a cohesive group fighting againstsome external force.

After I did my “investigating”, however, a second connection came to mind, and is described in the next section.

4. Investigator
I decided to investigate other books about foster children, both in fiction and in informational books:
Youth Communication, edited by Al Desetta.  THE HEART KNOWS SOMETHING DIFFERENT:  TEENAGE VOICES FROM THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM.  Persea Books, 1996.

This is a collection of essays written by teenagers who live in foster homes and group homes.  Their stories are powerful and heartbreaking, and helped me to understand that the bitterness and cynicism portrayed by Gilly in the novel is very realistic.   A door opened into a world that I know very little about, a subset, that must certainly be moving in and about the world that I live in, but I don’t see it.  I don’t see them. 
One writer talks about the foster mother that he loved, and the hard decision that he had to make whether to stay with her or live with his aunt and uncle.  Although he wanted to stay with his foster mother, he felt he should live with his blood relatives.  He ended up regretting that decision, and called it a mistake.  But his foster mother had told him that once he left, he couldn’t come back.   His story reminded me of Gilly’s predicament when she had to leave Trotter to go live with her Grandmother, and she didn’t want to go.  She had grown to love Trotter and W.E. and Mr. Randolph.   But she had to go with her grandmother, and Trotter told her she couldn’t come back.
McLain, Paula.  LIKE FAMILY:  GROWING UP IN OTHER PEOPLE’S HOUSES.  A MEMOIR.  Little, Brown & Company, 2003.

Paula McLain describes the various foster homes that she and her sisters lived in after their parents disappeared, their father into jail, and their mother off with another man.  Through the various environments, they quickly learned to adapt to new rules and new families, and often endured physical or sexual abuse.  It is her retelling of mundane events, though, that brings home to the reader the near constant uncertainty that foster children endure.  They want to believe, but never really are quite sure, that they are part of a family.   
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  WHERE I’D LIKE TO BE.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2003.

Twelve-year-old Maddie goes through a few foster homes before finally ending up in East Tennessee Children’s Home.   She keeps trying to find friends who feel like “home”, and she keeps a scrap book of houses where she would like to live.  She bands together with three other children from the Home, and one boy who seems unhappy in his real home, to build a fort, where they gather and tell each other stories that provide insight into their lives.  This novel is suitable for 4th-7th grades, because it does not have the abuse that is prevalent in the other books that I read.  Maddie is an endearing heroine, who finds herself a family of sorts; in the end, when it is possible that she might get adopted, she’s not so sure she wants to leave the circle of friends she has made. 
