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The hand-outs from the mini-lessons are kept in a notebook binder that will be on my shelf in my office of my future media center.  They are in the order listed in the table of contents below.
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	1. Picture Books would be a very large part of the “everybody” section in an elementary school, and of the “Core” section in a middle school.  

2. If I am an elementary school media specialist (MS), and assigned to teach classes every day, I would use these for the lower elementary grades.  

3. The mini-lesson states that picture books are useful with thematic units, so I would work on collection development of those picture books that could be integrated into the curriculum.

1. I would make sure my ESOL teachers knew what Big Books      the media center has.  

2. #2 and #3 from Picture Books list above apply here too.

1. These would be a large part of the “E” section in an elementary school media center.

2. I would ensure that the collection has concept books by the authors recommended in the mini-lesson.

1. I believe I would consult with the teachers in my school before choosing kits.  If particular kits are requested, I would definitely put them in my consideration file.

1. I would make every effort to include the Orbis Pictus Award winners and nominees, and the nonfiction Caldecott Honor Books in the media center collection.  

2. I would try to follow the Instructional Tips listed in the mini-lesson; especially “reading easy non fiction titles for story time”.

3. I would follow Personal Recommendation #5: “have lots of animal books on hand”.

1. As a middle-school or high school MS, I would make sure the ESOL and Special Needs Teachers were aware of the Hi-Lo books in the collection, and were consulted when purchasing additional books.

2. I would follow the Instructional Uses listed in the mini-lesson, especially the selection of classic titles for special needs classes.

1. I would hesitate to include recorded books in the Media Center until I had consulted with teachers throughout the school and determined the need and desire for them (except for ESOL materials, see below).  

1. I would consult with the ESOL teachers and students to develop a collection of ESOL materials that would appeal to the students.  I think recorded books, language videos, dictionaries and games are all great materials to acquire for ESOL students and teachers to check out and/or use in the media center.

1. It would be one of my personal missions to ensure that my media center would have an exemplary collection of multi-cultural books.  I would ensure, for starters, that the collection included the books listed in the mini-lesson.  I would refer to the websites listed in the mini-lesson to stay current on this topic.

2. I would publicize these books to the teachers for integration into the curriculum

3. I would make a point to order multi-cultural books that were relevant to the curriculum, and books that would appeal to the ethnic diversity represented in the school population.

1. Russell Friedman’s biographies are excellent and I would have all them on the shelves or in my consideration file.

2. I would follow the mini-lesson’s useful tip of looking up the award winners to increase the biography section in a meaningful way.

3. When requested to pull relevant books for a particular unit, I will make a point to include relevant biographies.  If I don’t have any relevant biographies for the unit in question, I will add relevant titles, if available, to my consideration file.

1. Having recently attended a session on non-fiction at the 2005 Children’s Literature Conference, I have great resources for updating the non-fiction section of the media center in a vibrant way. 

2. The mini-lesson also provides resources for collection development of non-fiction.

3. I would work on publicizing the new trends in non-fiction to the school community.

1. All the things I listed above for Multi-cultural lit apply to this category.  I read a lot of Young Adult Fiction, and it would be fun to follow some of the “Ways to Get the Work Out”  listed in the mini-lesson, particularly creating favorite books lists, and allowing students to give book talks.

1. I believe that Graphic Novels are becoming more and more popular with young readers, and it would be another personal mission of mine to establish an outstanding graphic novel collection in my media center.  

2. I would shelve them separately for easy access.

3. I would closely follow the reviews in the professional journals such as Booklist, SLJ, etc., and the award winners.  

4. I would emphasize to the teachers the expanding popularity, and also the increasing diversity and quality of graphic novels.

1. I would have a comfortable reading area, with a couple of couches, and at least two daily newspapers close at hand.

1. I would solicit teacher suggestions for types of periodicals to order.

2. I would copy the table of contents page when each periodical comes in and send them to teachers and staff so they could note any articles of interest to them.  

1. I would display the current periodicals in a round-about tower.  Older editions would be kept in narrow plastic bins on the shelf in a “Magazines” section.

1. I would decorate the media center with globes, if I could afford it.  They would be at a level where students could touch and explore them.  

2. I would purchase maps on CD-ROMs, both to save on space and to help students get familiar with computer use.

1. I would buy the Orlando Bloom “Read” poster and put it in my office(.

2. I would order as many free posters as I could from the list provided in the mini-lesson, and use them for topical bulletin board displays.

3. Wall space permitting, I would display posters relevant to the subject matter of the resources; for example, the “Women are Scientists” poster and/or the “Life of the Forest” poster above the sciences section.

1. I would defer to the math teachers to determine their desire and need for this resource.  I believe these are best used in the classroom by the math teachers.

1. I would have a link on the media center web-site to the online games.

2. I would consult with teachers for suggestions on acquiring games.

3. I would include games on the daily news program.

4. I would have chess and checkers games available for students on request; they would be considered a privilege for well-behaved students.

1. I would feature these games on the media center web-site

2. I would use faculty and curriculum meetings to publicize these games.

1. I don’t like e-books.  I wouldn’t have them in my media center.  Of course, if teacher and student demand became irresistible, I would revisit my decision.

1. Ideally, my school would have a network drive where programs could be on all the computers in the media center and the lab.

2. I would include links on the media center web-site to the free on-line games listed on the mini-lesson.  I would use the school flyer and the daily news programs to advertise that link, to get more students accessing the media center web-site.

1. This is where I really hope that the school I am working in has a technology specialist.  Together we could publicize this format to the teachers for use in their classrooms.

1. Since these are described by the mini-lesson as objects to be used in the science lab, I would not pursue the acquisition of these items for the media center.
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