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1. Concept Book

Hoban, Tana.  ALL ABOUT WHERE.  Greenwillow Books, 1991.

This is a colorful book of photographs inviting the reader to choose from an always visible list of words to describe “where” things –or people- are in the photos.
When I was reading books to my children in their toddler and pre-school years, they both loved books with photographs of children and animals.  I think that young children would enjoy looking at these photographs, and would stay interested in most of them long enough to try to use as many words as possible from the list, to describe where the kitten is, or where the girl in the playground is going.  Not all the pictures feature kids or animals, but there are enough of them to keep the pages turning.  Adults will enjoy the attractive and varied photographs too.  This book allows for some imagination, as the inside jacket says:  “there is no one answer—it is all up to you”.

2. Alphabet Book
MacDonald, Ross.  ACHOO!  BANG!  CRASH! THE NOISY ALPHABET.   Roaring Book Press, 2003.

This is a themed alphabet book, that also plays with the sounds of our language, and uses some onomatopoeia to present the alphabet.  Each page has a humorous picture, with the sounds or words appropriate to the picture for each letter of the alphabet.
This is a funny and fun book.  I think that children and adults alike would enjoy looking at the pictures, and I know the children would enjoy shouting out the accompanying words:  “Whap!  Wham!  Whaa!”   

There is a note at the end of the book, explaining that all the words were set in 19th Century wood type.  There are a few small photos, showing how the author did this by hand.  Most children learning the alphabet would probably not be old enough to understand the uniqueness of the author’s efforts, but I appreciated his labor of love.
3. Counting Book
Anno, Mitsumasa.  ANNO’S COUNTING BOOK.  HarperCollins, 1977
A landscape shown changing through the day, the seasons and years gives the reader opportunities to count objects, animals and people as the town grows.

This is a lovely book, and I found myself looking at it again and again, to enjoy how the town grows from one building to twelve, how it changes depending on the season, who the new people are and to see just how many more groups of things there were to count.  The watercolor illustrations are quaint and traditional, which I find appealing.  I do not quite understand the claim on the inside jacket, though, that I would find other applications of natural mathematical concepts in his drawings.   At least, they were not readily apparent to me.
4. Wordless Book

Weitzman, Jacqueline Preiss and Glasser, Robin Preiss.  YOU CAN’T TAKE A BALLOON INTO THE NATIONAL GALLERY.  Dial Books for Young Readers, 2000.
A young girl leaves her balloon with a photographer while she goes inside the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C.  The balloon gets away and the photographer goes after it, creating chaotic scenes throughout the city.   Meanwhile, the girl and her family are looking at artwork that is very similar to some of the real-life scenes outside.

This is a fun book to take your time with.  There are lots of things to see on each page, and the story gets progressively sillier as more characters join the chase for the balloon.   Young readers will enjoy comparing the art in the museum with the city scene depicted alongside.  An added bonus that I discovered at the end of the book:  the authors placed images of famous people from American history throughout the story, and they have included a list of these people, along with a short summary of their accomplishments, and where the reader can find them in the book.
5. Predictable Book.

Wood, Audrey.  THE NAPPING HOUSE.  Ill. Don Wood.  Harcourt Brace & Co., 1984.
An assortment of characters, from a snoring granny to a slumbering mouse, is sleeping one on top of the other until a flea disrupts the peaceful scene.  

This is a great book for slightly older children, I think, because of the variety of words used for sleeping (i.e. dozing, dreaming, snoozing) and the detail of the illlustrations.   On a rainy day, everyone is sleeping at different places in the room, and one by one they climb on top of granny.   Each page shows another funny  arrangement of sleeping bodies on the bed.   But the “wakeful flea” starts a sequence of events waking everybody up; at the same time the rain stops, and the sun comes out and everybody goes outside to play.   I like Don Wood’s distinctive drawing style, and his illustrations match the Audrey Wood’s story well. 

6. Easy Reader

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee.  ZELDA AND IVY.  Candlewick Press, 1998.
The three short stories on this book feature two fox sisters who seem to have all the sibling rivalry issues of humans.  Lots of illustrations, short sentence structure and generally easy words make this an easy reader book.

I guess I have been a little spoiled by Mr. Putter and Tabby, and by Frog and Toad, among others, because I didn’t really like Zelda and Ivy.  Maybe young readers, especially those with sisters, would enjoy these tales where the older sister Zelda is generally bossing younger sister Ivy around, but I don’t enjoy watching Ivy fall off the swing following Zelda’s instructions in one story, and get her tail cut and painted by Zelda in another.  I think the third story, about Ivy’s wish for baton just like Zelda’s, was the best of the three, because it showed that Zelda really cared for her sister, and that Ivy loved her older sister in spite of the torments.

