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Paton Walsh, Jill.  THE GREEN BOOK.  Ill. Lloyd Bloom.  The Murray Printing Company, 1984.
This precious and gentle little book tells the story of a group of people who leave Earth shortly before some kind of “Disaster” destroys everybody who is left behind.  The survivors travel in space for 4 years before landing on a planet that is strange and new to them.  The children lead the way to discoveries that help the group survive and even flourish in their new home.  The story is told by Pattie, who is traveling with her father and brother and sister.
The scientific principle explored in this book is space travel, extended space travel in a large spaceship.  Once they land on the planet, however, they have to rely on primitive tools and their own strength and skills to build homes and grow crops.   

One intriguing ethical issue to me that is explored in this story is the question of  who was selected to travel in the space ship, and why, and who was left behind to die in the “Disaster”?  Who made the selections?   Pattie’s father tells the children that he was brought along because his children were population fodder, but he was determined to make himself useful, “to be the contriver, the maker for this planet”.  He wants his family to be important in this brave new world.  “We will be very respectable citizens here.  We will hold our heads high”.   
In this book, the children find the alien life forms on the planet, the children find the sugar, and Pattie and her siblings eat the food from the first crop of wheat that the adults were sure would kill them.  Vegetables would not grow, and the wheat was like glass beads, and the adults were all considering taking the “last resort” pills, because that would be better than starving to death.  The children went ahead and crushed the glass beads into a fine dust, and made pancakes, and ate them.   They survived, and the colonists at last knew they could thrive and grow on their new world.
Each colonist was allowed to take one book.  It turned out that most chose poorly, there were too many copies of “Robinson Crusoe”, and one of the themes in the book was the bartering to trade what few books there were, even for a few hours.  As Patti describes it, “just sitting around all evening like a zombie soon gets a bit much…we needed some stories to cheer us up.”  Father had chosen wisely; he brought “A Dictionary of Intermediate Technology”, yet he too felt bereft from the lack of books.  He worked very hard fitting a neighbor’s house with cabinetry to borrow their tattered copy of “Grimm’s Fairy Tales”.   
The title refers to the blank journal that Pattie chose to bring.  She writes down their story.  When her father discovers what she did, he begins to read, and all the colonists gather round to hear the story of their journey from earth to that day.   The last sentence of this book is the first sentence of Pattie’s story that he reads, and is the same first sentence as the book. 

