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The following technology assessments are to be utilized at a middle school.  If the school were an elementary or high school, the questions would be revised accordingly.


For the Student Technology Assessment we have gone with the theory of “less is better than more”.  Making the assumption that the students would be more likely to fill out a shorter version accurately, we have kept it to two pages.  If has also been written in an informal style to seem more approachable by the students.  Lastly, the name of the teacher rather than the student is requested.  This will provide anonymity as well as “better truth in answering”.  Data as to the student population can be determined by the grade and the teacher (and therefore their subject).  Knowing the teacher and subject will likely provide information as to the skill levels and abilities of the students.


The Teacher Technology Assessment is written in a more formal style to match the professionalism of the staff.  The emphasis is on the interests and preferences of the staff rather than concentrating on their specific skill levels.  A basic rudimentary knowledge of computers, and their applications, is assumed.  Therefore, the questions regarding applications and skill levels are at a minimum.  The remaining questions concentrate on the staff’s current use of technology, their needs, and their perceived needs.


The Teacher Technology Assessment should be given on at least an annual basis. After the data is analyzed there should be formal feedback to the staff to affirm that their comments were considered.  When possible, tangible improvements should be made, and recognized, as a positive result from the assessments.  These can include specific software purchases, training on applications, and in-house 10-15 minute “just in time” tutorials on specific questions.


Lastly, the Media Specialist should review these surveys for possible collaborative opportunities.  At the very least, these surveys will give both the students and the staff a forum for their ideas and concerns.
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Student Technology Assessment

Grade / Teacher’s Name: ________________________

[Thank you for taking this survey.  It will help improve our knowledge of the skill level of our students and their needs.  After each question there is a line for comments.  Please feel free to write as little or as much as you would like.]

Do you have/use any of the following at home?  (check all that apply)

Computer ___

Internet ___

DVD/VCR        ___

Printer      ___

E-mail  ___

Video Camera   ___

Scanner    ___

IM
   ___

Digital Camera  ___

Comments _______________________________________________

Where do you typically use computers?  (check all that apply)

Home
   ___



School classroom     ___

Friends ___



School computer lab___

Public Library  ___

School library   ____

Comments _______________________________________________

Are there computers available at school when you need them?   ____

If not, where (and when) would you make extra computers available?  

_________________________________________________________

If you had a question about the use of a computer or software whom 

would you go to for answers?

Parent
____


Teacher  ___

Friend ___

Comments _______________________________________________

What classes do you use computers or other technology in?  (check all that 

apply and write how you use it - research? presentations? other ways?) 

Language Arts  ___   ___________________________________



Math                 ___   ___________________________________

Science             ___   ___________________________________

Social Studies   ___   ___________________________________

Connections      ___   ___________________________________

Do you wish that you could use computers or other technology MORE in any of these classes?  If so, which ones?  ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Do you think that using computers/technology make your classes more 

interesting?  __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Do you think that using computers/technology makes completing your assignments easier? ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

At school are you on the computer  (circle one) - 

hourly?   daily?   weekly?   doing what ? ___________________________

____________________________________________________________

At home are you on the computer (circle one) – 

hourly?   daily?   weekly?   doing what? ___________________________

____________________________________________________________

How do you rate YOUR computer/technology savvy, and why?  (Circle one)

excellent?    good?    fair?    poor?     ______________________________

Circle what you think your ability is on the following:

Using e-mail, IM                    

Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Using a Word program for reports   
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Insert graphics into a document        
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Using a spreadsheet                          
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Developing a PowerPoint                 
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Developing a web page                     
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Using the Internet for research          
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Using a digital camera                      
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

Using/programming a DVD/VCR    
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
n/a          

If you could suggest a computer/technology purchase for the school what would it be?  _________________________________________________________

Any other comments you might like to add?  ________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Thank you again for your time.

Some of the ideas on this survey are borrowed from those assignments posted by Beth Rodgers, Melissa Howell and Tracey Kell, and their respective groups.

Other ideas come from Johnson, D. (2002). The indispensable teacher's guide to computer skills. 2nd ed. Worthington, OH: Linworth Publishing.
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Teacher Technology Assessment

[Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey thoughtfully and accurately.  This information will help determine the technology needs of our school and our staff]

Teacher’s Name: ___________


Subject:  _____________________

Grade:  ___________________


Teaching experience (years) _____

	Do you have and/or use any of the following at home?   (check all that apply)

	Computer
	Internet
	DVD/VCR

	Printer
	E-mail
	Video Camera

	Scanner
	IM
	Digital Camera


For the following applications please check those that you use on a regular basis for school related activities.    Then rank your skill or comfort level for those applications from 1 (low) to 5 (high).  Feel free to add comments.

	Application
	Usage
	Skill (1-5)
	Comments

	E-mail
	
	
	                                      

	IM (instant messaging)
	
	
	

	Internet exploration
	
	
	

	Word processing
	
	
	

	Spreadsheets
	
	
	

	Database usage
	
	
	

	Graphics
	
	
	

	Presentations
	
	
	

	Assessment tools
	
	
	

	Financial transactions
	
	
	

	Instructional software
	
	
	

	Teacher utilities (test

Generators, etc.)
	
	
	

	Multimedia
	
	
	


Is there an application listed above that you do not use due to availability, and if so, what? _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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What impact has computers and technology made on your classroom?   _______

_________________________________________________________________

and on your students? _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

How often do you use a computer within the school environment?  ___________

_________________________________________________________________

How often do your students utilize the computers offered? __________________

_________________________________________________________________

Do you think either utilization is too high or too low? ______________________

_________________________________________________________________

How would you modify and/or improve the way teachers use computers today at 

our school? _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Are any of the following deterrents to your use of technology in the classroom?

___lack of classroom time
___ appears not to apply to your subject matter

___availability of resources
___ need of further instruction

___ other ______________

Has the use of technology in the classroom made you more or less effective?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

What software applications are the most applicable for what you do, and for what you expect of your students? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Do you see a connection between information literacy and your curriculum goals?

_________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to use technology in the future to meet your curriculum goals?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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Do you see technology having a role in the teaching of your subject, and if so how?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Is there a unit within your subject that you feel would benefit from technology?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Has your current knowledge of technology come from any of the following sources?

___ personal knowledge & use

___local courses/training

___ workshops, staff development
___hands-on instruction from peers

___ other _________________ 

When you have a question about technology, do you seek out a peer, contact an “instructor or mentor”, attend a workshop, or use another resource?  __________

_________________________________________________________________

Do you feel comfortable with the level of training and instruction offered for the particular applications utilized in our school?____________________________

________________________________________________________________

Are there software and/or hardware currently in use at our school that you feel warrant additional instruction?  ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What new technology have you heard of that excites you the most? _________

________________________________________________________________

Are there any additional suggestions or comments you would like to make concerning computers and technology at our school? ____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

Thank you again for your assistance and time.

Sources used include:
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McKenzie, J. (1999). How teachers learn technology best. Bellingham, WA: FNO Press.

