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I think that my earliest learning log entries, and the first three paragraphs of my final paper, demonstrate that my topic was personally meaningful.  I consider my final product, which is a print-out of my ideal computer, as visual evidence of the decisions I made during this project.   I considered a couple of other topics, but none of them grabbed me the way that the topic of buying a computer did, so I wasn’t really willing to change topics.  But, then, it wasn’t necessary.  I think that the questions I posed on the final revision of my pre-notetaking sheet were sufficient search questions; on both my learning log and in my final paper, I referred to the fact that those questions did facilitate my research.  I used those questions to keep me focused on exactly what I was trying to accomplish, and I used the Double-Entry Drafts to help keep me organized.

I looked at a number of computer-related Web-sites, I visited two very different types of computer stores, I interviewed three people, and consulted two different magazines.  I think that was a sufficient variety and combination of sources.  I was pleased with my ability to keep track of the web-sites I accessed, and there were at least two web-sites that I judged irrelevant, and discarded.  The only evidence I have of that is that I referred to one of them in my learning log, but did not take any information from there, and it is not included in my References.  Another web-site was in my compiled list of web-sites, but did not make it to the References for the same reason.   I printed out the most pertinent articles, utilized highlighting and marginal notes, and applied information from a variety of sources to make my decisions on each component of my “ideal computer”, and to discard all but two of the purchasing methods.
It is hard to judge my own learning log, but I think it does show evidence of adequate reflection, and Dr. Tallman’s responses to my entries would seem to confirm that.  I think my log entries also admit to those issues that still need more reflection, which resulted in the Action Plan.  I answered “What kind of computer do I need?” very thoroughly, to include a print-out of  the exact components and specifications.  I have narrowed down the answers to “How do I find the computer that I need?” to either buying it from a specific, identified company on-line, or from a specific and identified local store.  I have discussed at length in my learning log and in my final paper the reasons why this issue is not yet decided, and I have included in my Action Plan the last few things I need to do in order to make that final decision.   
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